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LIKE STUDENTS IN OTHER CCUNTRIES, ITALIAN UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS DISFLAY INCREASINGLY MILITANT FOLITICAL ACTIVITIES
AIMED AT EDUCATICNAL REFORM. NEITHER THE GOVERNMENT, WHICH IS
FULL OF MULTIFARTY INTRICACIES, NOR THE INDIFFERENT FUBLIC
CAN PROVIDE REFORMS, DISTRUSTING THE POLITICIANS AND
DISILLUSIONED WITH BUREAUCRACY, STUDENTS HAVE TURNED TO
RADICAL FARTIES FOR CHANGES IN OUTMODED CURRICULUM, FOOR
UNIVERSITY CONDITIONS, REGIMENTATION, AND THE ALIENATION OF
THE UNIVERSITY FROM SOCIETY. THEY HOPE TO ACHIEVE CHANGE BY
SEEKING A VOICE IN UNIVERSITY POLICY MAKING AND BY
INTRODUCING SCHOLASTIC DEMANDS INTO THE ITALIAN FARLIAMENT.
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There is sufficient evidence around the world that studenv activity in the

institutions of higher education has become more milibtant and that students are

more concerned with their political rolese In many nations student activism has

had a notable influence in political and socizl reform, Student movements in

South America, India, South Korea, Bolivia, and Indonesia have produced govern-

mental change and reform.

massive student agitation has been responsible for the decline of goverrnments,

In more extreme cases, for example Turkey and Japan,
1

Student action has also had its effcets on the educational process. Torthy of

note are developments in Italy where militant student groups are critical of the

pitifully slow progress recent legislation has made in improving conditions at the

university level,

The Ttalian parliament has been slow in passing the exbtension of Ttaly's school —

4

development bill for the successive five year period of June, 1965=70. The new

bill is an atbempt. to modernize Italy's wniversity syr;rbem.2 There are signs of

pressure from mony quarters in Italy Lfor meawingful university reforms, for a move

B Recently returned from Italy where he is conducting a study of develomments in
Italian higher educabtion.
of Tducation grant for a period of one ycare

1

The research is supported by a Unibed States Office

Seymour Marbtin Lipset comments editorially on this point in a special issuve of

Comparative Education Reviewe The issue includes also a number of well documented

articles analyzing student roles in politics and higher educabion in some of the
VOl. 10, NO. 2, J\J.'0.0, 1966.

emerging nations.

2 See "Limnee directive del piano di sviluppo pluriennale della scuola per il
periodo successivo al 30 Giugno, 1965," o, 1073 September, 196), Minmmistero
della Pubblica Istruzione, Roma, or "Irends in Ttalian Tflp;her Education," School
and. Soc:.etv, Sunmer, 1966, pp. 272-27}1.
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ayay from purely liberal and lLumanitarian studies and toward the btraining required

e ST

!

of wniversity graduates in a modern scientific and industrial soc:i.e'l:.:y'.3 Although
university enrollments indicate a 507 increase by 1970, more mist be accomplished
in assilsting students to complete secondary school:‘ipg and enter the universitye
Historically, ltaly has resisted equality of educational opportunity and has
maintained a rigid educational elites The inadequacies of the universities ine
clude shortage of insbructors, crowded classrooms, outmoded lecture halls, and
buildings, inadequate financing, and outdated curriculun; and a lack of teaching
facilities,

Among the students we note a tendency to form more meaningful political
groups to improve the conbtent and conditions of hirher education in Italy. The
Ttalion uvniversity student has alwars been involved in polibtical affairs, and the
universities have a rich hisbory of student porticipation which can be documented
from the medieval nariod, to the time of Garibaldils victory for unification, to

b

the social reforms of Mamzini, vo "iorld arg I and II.,™ In general, however,

3 b fow of the recent writings critical of university studies are: Giovanni Calo,
nTuniversiba in ranvorto alle muove shrubivre ed esigenze della societa contems
poranea," Annali della Pubblica Istruzione, Gen-Feb,, 196lh. G.7. Rertin, "La
scuola e la socieba Ttaliana in transformazione,™ Scuola e Citta, Sept., 196l
A book by Alberto Sensindi is critical of the proposed reforms stabing that they
lack shape and conbent and ignore scientific and technological developrent in
Ttalys La riforme vniversita, Firenze: Sansond, 1966.

b Sce Helen Zimmern and Antonio Agresti, Heiwr Ttaly, (Wew York: Chaubauqua, 1920)

Pe 91e For interesting accounts of undergraduste activities in the medieval
‘“university see R.S. Rait, Iife in the Medicval University, (Cambridge Univ. Press, |

1937) or Pearl Kirbre, Scholarly Privileses During ohe Hiddle Ages, Cambridge

Unive Press, 1959).
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student activity in Tbaly has been confined to a very small pe

whose demands were usvally manifested by such visible forms of achivity as street

strikes, riots, picket signs, and the likee

al interest and parbicipation whereby

demonstrations,

months points to a »evival of studenb politic

student groups would have & legibimate and powerful voice in the affairs of the

mniversity. Student leaders are seeking 2 more active role, using the political

process to stimilate improved vniversity conditionse

Tn the last year the fach has clearly emerged that ‘students have become more

conscious of their own political powers.

versity of Rome, where 60,000 students are enrolled, resulted in the resignation
5 The growth in enrollment in Italy's universities will provide a

of the rectore

good. base of strength in numbers for student ZroupsSs

The nature of student political organizrtiions must be explained in the light

of Ttaly's political structure and the general attitude of Ttalians toward polibics.

Since student organizatlions tend. to associate wibh the branches of the wvari.ous

arbies and reflect their politbical philosophy, the following is relevant

political p

4o a comprehension of student political behaviors

Ttaly has a multiparty system composed of nine active political partiese The

three major parties, which gain over 80 percent of the national vote, are: <The

nows of the forced resignabion of Professor

Giuseppe Papi, rector of the university of Rome, after he had become involved
erations between Facist and anbi~Facists student groups. An

in student demonsdo
excellent Fnglish translation of the story can be seen in Minerva, IV, b (Summer,

196(:’)3 Pe 5860

6 Gonsider the potential student politic
and Naples~-for example, where the combined stude

thousand studentse

5 Ttalian newspapers made interesting

reenbage of students

The evidence in recent

Recent student disturbances a2t the vni- _

al. power abt the universities of Rome, ldilan,
nt population is over one hundred
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Christian Democratic party, the Italian Communist party and the Italian Socialist
jpewt‘,y.7 Political progress is complex since no party hag a substantial majority
and each party views governmental policy from a different perspectives I one
examines election results in Italy, one can understand the inability of the Ttalian
parliament to form a majority vote on specific issues. MNoreover, one can under-
stand why govermments in Ttaly come and re with such confusing repularity and why
political parties in Ttaly are so frarmented, The polibical system has been referred
to a3 one of "umstabilized srba.b:i.:l.:i:by."8 ‘
The intricacies of Thalian narty politics are the result of lon~ standing and
complex factors, bub most recently they stem from a rapidly chansing Ttalian socieby,
Italy has been undergoing swift technological and industrial devclopnents lconomic
improvement9 has given hope for the good life to many, There are signs of prosperity
ab all levels: this year, steel and aubomobile production is at a new highs tourisn
is up some 15 percent; telephone and television sebs sold has nearly doublcd; cme-
ployment is at a respectable level; cxports have risen some 20 percent s and vrade
with countries within the Common market and with other countries in murope has been

at a high,

T A recent gurvey shows the followin~ vober strengbh: Christian Democrats, lil.2% ’
Thalian Communists, 265, Tbalian Socialists, 13.8%, At this writing the Come
munist porby scems Lo be in a state of ambivalence suffering from a lack of
Jeaderships In 1966 out of 306 cormmumnes voting for mayor, only 239 mavors were
voted back into office, SHee H.A. Paymne, "on-Criscis in Ttaly," Porelrn Affairs,
Vols U5, Wo. 2, Jon., 1967, pp. 3555,

J.P.Ce Carey and A.Ge. Carcy, "The Ttalian Flections of 1958-Unstable Stability
in an Unstable “orld," Political 3Science Nuarterly, Dece, 1958, p. 566 and P.A.
Allum, "The Ttalian Blections ol 1983~00," Political Studiecs, Vole XIIT, 1965 s
Ppe 32i=h5e Both articles deol with the complesmity of olections in Ttaly,

There is evidence that the Italian economy is strengthening its recovery from
the recessione My personal interviow with iiss Wilkowski, economic advisor at
the American embagsy in Rome, coniiims this ovidence. Daba is available from
her offices Oce Ammual Stabistical Bulletin, Amevican Embassy, Rome, Junes 19663
also The Italian Heonomy in the Sprins of 1966, unpublished, American lnbassy,
Rome, dJune 3, L1960,

Ay .
s o

¥
4




e R e e e A A e e e R T Mt e i S L A S N e

¢ . Anello = §

Industrial development normally brings with it rapid urbanization. This is
true in Ttaly as evidenced by the movernent orf workers to the North to seek emw
ployment and better living conditionse. Although some industrial development has |
been going on in the South, a visit to this area quickly confirms the notable
gap between lorth and South. In meny instances the appearance is of two distinct
social and cultural entities, each section looking at the other with disdain, nis-

trust and hos’oility.lo

Cultural and class divisions as characterized in 'bl"le North and South do not

tend to support a stable political systeme Scholars who have studied this problem

¢

9
ﬁi
'y

know bhat social diversity as exemplified in Italy produces inadequate political
commmication, fragmentation, and isolation.L Memy Ttalians are isolabed from

the news, unconcerned with develomments in their society, and without opinions on

st PR LS N Al

conbermorary issuese. This political isolabion is not a problem of the entire socieby,

S s i

E to be sure, yet the contention does have support Lfrom a variety of studies.

BRIl g

The data of one study draws the picture of Ttalian political culture as one
of zlienation and of social isolabion and distruste It points out that Ttalians

are lacking in nabtional pride and are not likely bo participate in political affaing 1o |

oy g T AP AT IR M T T, S e

On & questionnaire seventy-two percent of respondents, aged 13-25, indicated little

13

or no interest in nabtional and internt~ibional affairs. In another study completed

10 Yritings concerming the South are voluninous. A concise treatment of these
problems can be located in II Veltro, Vol. VI, Dec., 1962,

1l See Joseph LaPalombara, Inbterest Groups in Italian Politiecs, (Princeton, 196l),

Pe 550
L2 Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba, The Civic Culture, Polibical Attitudes and ,1
Democracy in Five Hations, (Boston: Little and Brown, 1905, DPs 3004)

13 Joseph LaPalombara, "L'!'Orientamento molitico dello gioventu,!" in Atberto Cpreafico
and Joseph LaPal_’ombara (eds.) Elezioni e comporamento politico in Italia (Milan,
1962): PPe 1195-5164 '
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5n Trance, Ttalians ranxed 1omwest in ‘mowl2dse of Zuropean issues which involved
Lmem,  Only 23 percent had any amareness o? *me Cormon _arkeb. An overwhelming
67% had little interest in nolitical matierse

nolitical sttitudes do nob vary simmii icantly
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from those of The general sublic. Albhourn they tend to be more = Lerosted and
imoyledgeable about political matliers, studenss resard the pclitical srsten with
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Ltudents ab 2 muder oL THalian UNAToTSLTLSS
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verify their disillusionniens <mith the ‘om'es.ucracy.'“s Therefore, student poli bical

parbicipation is Lirmited.

Those who do . articipate in studend 2 13+tical ackivity tend to support the
radical groups, lefi and ri~nbe, Albthourh there has been a large decree of sunport
for Lhe center paruy, che Chpishian Democrass, this parvy has not baen successivl

in pushine universivy” reforns, neonce, vobing amone Thalion 7outh now seers To

Lavor the Cormuniste and Tocialicts on tre lefb; the ronarchisss and the Ttalian
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Social lMoverment
values, Their votine behavior is stron~L- tied to gratificabior support of a

asisfaction youth have with nresent

431
IJ.

political parvy depends uwpon the defres O

conditions .16

1 conducted by the L!'Institub wpancais 21Opinion rublique for Gallup International
(Paris, 1962) and quoted in .oreirl \fToirs, ODe Cibes Do 30Le

15 I spolke with studenvs from the universities of Rome, Bologna, and Perugia asking
them of their political agsociations, The rencral irmpression was that they woere
not concerned. To obtain a delrae, Lo secnre crployment, to naintain finanecial
securitys and to seek bevter livine stondands seered ©o be their primary pre-
occupabione

1 7 LA & - (3

16 Joseph LaPalombara and Jerry Waters, ''Walues, Impecbations, and Political Pre~
dispositions of Italian Youbh," Midwest Journal of Political Science, Vol. 5,

1961 a p. 57!

re fairl:r confused abonb thelr political
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pendenti (AeGeI.) and Fronte Universitorlo di Azione Nazionale (F.U.A.Ne) respectively.
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In cach of Italy's forty universibiss or institutes of university rank, there
is an elected group of students which represents the entire student body. In most
cages the student orpanization is a member of the national student organization

called Unione MNazionale Universitarie Zaporesentativa Ttaliana or U.H.TJeReles Accord-

ing to its consbitution one of the primary funcbions of U.NeUe.Rele 1s ©O represent
student interests to policy making bodies who are responsible for improvement of
the universit'y.17 The intention is to involve studenls in university policy makinge
UoM.U.Re Lo unavoidably becones involved in political activity since the university
is under government control, Unfortunately, the impact of UeNeUsReIs has been less
than degirable since it has not been able to unite sbudents in a common cause for
miversibty reform. Although U,W.T.ReTs purposes to cut across party lines, ibs
effectiveness has been weakened hecause it too runs up against idealogical fragmen-
tatione

There are four affiliates of U.NR.Is, cach representing a different political

persuasion. The two major affiliates arc the Unione Goliardica Tbaliana (U.G.T.),

&

composed of student activists from the Jocialist, Republican, Communist and Radical
parties and vhe Intesa, consisting of Catholic students who support the Christian
Democrabs and the Church. Two other rroups renresent the extreme liberal student

groups and the neo-fascists on the risht. “They are Associazione Goliardica Inde-

*

3
-

At a recent Conpress in Viaregnsio, Italy, these student groups attempted to come to

some consensud as to the role of the Tbalian university in a modern and changing societyg

:

17 "Un:i.oneéNaziona‘Le Universitaria Rappresentativa Italiana," Statubo, (Rome, 1957), 3
Arbte L=b, U

18 Repubable Italian newspapers provide readable accounts of the debatese The accounts
portray the studenl as morc active and concerned with social problemss See for exe
ample, "GLi universitari vogliono dar vita a degli organisimi piu rappresentabivi,"
Tl Messaspero, March 23, 19663 and "Associazioni universitarie in polemica," Il

g

Corriere della Sera, Jane L, 1967,
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Ovt of the student debabes has come a movement called sindacalismo studentesco.

The movement is an atbempb Lo orpamize the students within the various affiliates

of UN,UeReTo to exert political pressure on the legislature. 5
Students want change, a change away from the medieval characteristvics which |

still pervade the system; from regimentation; from an irrelevant curriculum; from

the universities! alienation from conterporary society., The student syndicalisuic

movement is an attempt to make kmown specific problems in a unified way through

the political processe. Lt is not purported to be a revélubionary novenent to over-

throw democratic procedures; nor is it an abtbempb to establish a corporate sociely

to control university policy. It is, more dramatically, a movement by students,

designed to transmit in orderly fashion scholastic demands to the Tbalian parliament.
Student leaders are hopeful that the movement will not be reduced to a critical

defense of petbty political inberests and thab significant problems can be solved

to the benefib of bobh the universiby and the Italian community. As one leader has

gbabed, "The only objective of student syndicalism is a modern and efficient school .

system, where, in a spirit of collaboration, students, faculty, and govermmental

agencies can prescribe the role of the university in modern societye 20

19 Symdicalism is the French word for trade~unionism and was implemented where unions
were wealkw~for example, in France, Spain and Italy. Ior similaribies bhetween
Tyench and Ttalian student rovements sce, Jean-Plerre Worms, "'he I'rench Student
Movement," Comparabive Education Reviocw, op. Cites DEs 3593 "Sindacalismo giovaniles
¢li interessi degli studenti," IL Corriere della Sera, Ocb. 5, 19665 and "Tuovo
corso del movimento studentesco," LL Corriere della Sera, Dec. 28, 1966,

20 This statement was made by Dre Carrado Aforza Fogliani, vice-president of the
Isberal Ttalian Youth in an article "Il ruolo dello studente nella societa moderna, "

Tl Corriere della Sera, Oct. 12, 1966.

*

e e i s BT S T R ~A¢~~r¢‘w--.~,.,‘::m]



